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MEDIA RELEASE         26 July 2022 

What $19.1 billion federal spending on aged care 
reform looks like for the NT 
 
COTA NT is part of the COTA federation in Australia, which 
has long been a very active participant calling for reform of 
the country’s aged care system. The Aged Care Royal 
Commission’s findings of March 2021 supported what COTA 
and other advocates had been saying for years; that the cause 
of widespread abuse and neglect across Australia’s aged care 
system was systemic. The aged care system was flawed in 
design, management and governance.  
 
With the Federal Government committed to spending over 
$19.1 billion to reform the aged care system over the next five 
years, two aged care forums in the Northern Territory hosted 
by COTA NT address issues and questions about what aged 
care will look like for Territorians in the future.  
 
How will government investment in home care, residential 
aged care services and sustainability, residential aged care quality, safety, workforce and 
governance affect us? To discuss national and Territory issues, and help answer questions are key 
speakers Janet Anderson, Aged Care Quality and Safety Commissioner, Ian Yates AM Chief 
Executive Officer of COTA Australia and Chair, Council of Elders, the Hon Dr Kay Patterson AO, Age 
Discrimination Commissioner and Gill Yearsley, CEO of the NT’s Primary Health Network.  
 
The public is invited to attend the forums being held in Darwin and Alice Springs. Bookings are 
essential. 
 

• DARWIN Tuesday 2 August, 8.30am to 1pm Nitmiluk Room, Parliament House, 15 Mitchell 
Street, Darwin 

• ALICE SPRINGS Thursday 4 August, 8.30am to 1pm Crowne Plaza Alice Springs Lasseters, 93 
Barrett Drive, Alice Springs 

 
These forums are sponsored by the Northern Territory Government. Bookings at 
cotant.eventbrite.com or by calling 08 8941 1004 during office hours, Mon to Fri 9am to 3pm. 
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####  
Media contact:  
Sue Shearer, CEO COTA NT 08 8941 1004 
 

• Bookings cotant.eventbrite.com  

• COTA A Policy Recommendations for the 47th Parliament – Aged Care Reform pp 7-8 
o https://www.cotant.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Agenda-for-Gov-from-

Older-Australians-Policy-recommend.pdf 
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