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MEDIA RELEASE

Friday 26 February 2021

Peak Body COTA NT and National Seniors Call on NT Government to Satisfy
Election Promise for NT Seniors Lifestyle Accommodation

A Government-commissioned report by KPMG in 2016 confirmed what seniors’ advocacy
groups have long been aware of. That in inner Darwin, Darwin rural and Alice Springs there
is a shortage of seniors’ accommodation, of aged care beds and the type of residences that
senior Territorians want to live in as they grow older.

Having sought Expressions of Interest and Detailed Proposals for the development of
Seniors Lifestyle Accommodation projects in Darwin, Darwin rural areas and Alice Springs, it
was quietly announced that resulting Proposals have - apparently after detailed
consideration — all been declined by the NT Government as they did not represent “value
for the Territory.”

“It appears both Government and its senior constituents’ wishes for modern community
living, appropriate for ageing-in-place, are back at — or arguably even below - Ground Zero,”
said Sue Shearer, CEO, COTA NT. “Understandably, frustration is kicking in as almost five
years later, this election promise is still not any closer to being realised.

“While we can understand the fiscal inhibitors, from an economic standpoint Territorians
need Government to invest in the Territory’s future. We need seniors’ lifestyle
accommodation built that suits and showcases our region. This choice for retirement and
lifestyle living options is for the Baby Boomer generation that helped to build the Territory;
it is for future generations of Territorians who want to grow old in their Territory and it
could be for Australians living in other parts of Australia, who would choose to live, to spend
and to invest here too.

“We should provide living options for older Territorians sooner rather than later; or not be
surprised that people vote with their feet and decamp and downsize to live in other more
accommodating States. The Territory is a region of opportunity — of Boundless Possible. We
urge the present NT Government to satisfy its election promises and turn wishes into
reality.”
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COTA Northern Territory is the peak advocacy and representation organisation for senior Territorians advocating for
and working towards an age-friendly, just, inclusive and equitable society since 1969

N

e
COTA% National Seniors
NORTHERN TERRITORY AUSTRALIA
for senior Territorians Northern Territory



it~
COTA {f{ COTA NT Inc 65 Smith Street P: (08) 8941 1004

& 5 GPO Box 852 Darwin NT 0800 E: admin@cotant.org.au
NORTHERN. TERRITORY Darwin NT0801 ~ ABN 86316991800  www.cotant.org.au
fOf senior Territorians

MEDIA RELEASE
More information
e June 2017 - The Northern Territory Government announced in the 2017-18 Budget
that $500,000 had been allocated to undertake investigations into facilitating the
development of seniors’ lifestyle accommodation in inner Darwin, Darwin rural and
Alice Springs.
Source: https://nt.gov.au/news/2017/june-2017/seniors-lifestyle-accommodation
e NT Population Growth Strategy 2018-2028 - Indicates that pre-retirees are the
fastest growing group in the Territory’s population, yet research indicates that a

progressively larger group in this age bracket is migrating out of the Territory each
year.

https://population.nt.gsov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0007/559384/Population-
Strategy.pdf

COTA Northern Territory is the peak advocacy and representation organisation for senior Territorians advocating for
and working towards an age-friendly, just, inclusive and equitable society since 1969

g
COTA% National Seniors
NORTHERN TERRITORY AUSTRALIA

for senior Territorians Northern Territory


https://nt.gov.au/news/2017/june-2017/seniors-lifestyle-accommodation
https://population.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/559384/Population-Strategy.pdf
https://population.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/559384/Population-Strategy.pdf

